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Recent Events  

The UK Ambassador to the Holy See visited the North-East  in April to talk about religion and 

politics.  His Excellency Francis Campbell, the first Roman Catholic to hold the post since the 

Reformation, was in Durham City at the invitation of Durham Universityõs Centre for Catholic 

Studies.  Mr Campbell, a former policy advisor and private secretary to Tony Blair, began his visit 

by presenting a paper on the place of religion in foreign policy. At lunch he attended Mass at the 

Catholic Chaplaincy, followed by a meeting with staff, students, and associates of the Centre for 

Catholic Studies.  Mid-afternoon he met with staff and students of the Department of Theology 

and Religion and presented a second paper, this time to the Durham Catholic Theology 

 Research Seminar on 'The Catholic Church and the World: A View from the Foreign and  

Commonwealth Office'. 

The lecture was attended by 

the newly ordained Bishop  

Seamus Cunningham, the 13th 

Bishop of Hexham and New-

castle, and Bishop Tom Wright 
(Anglican, Durham).  In the 

evening the Vice Chancellor 

Prof. Chris Higgins, hosted a 

dinner at his private residence.  

One particularly lovely part of 

the day was when the  

Ambassador and Bishop  

Seamus were able to celebrate 

Evensong at the Cathedral,  

accompanied by Rev. John 

Marsland, President of Ushaw 

College, Mrs Kathleen Smith, 

Financial Secretary to the  

Diocese of Hexham &  

Newcastle, and Rev. Anthony  

Currer, Catholic Chaplain to 

Durham University.  Bishop 

Seamus, who had been  

ordained the previous week on 

the Feast of Saint Cuthbert, 

was delighted to be able to  

dedicate his ministry in the 

shrine of Saint Cuthbert.  For 

his own part, Francis Campbell 

was overjoyed to discover that 

two of his predecessors as  

English Ambassadors to the 

Holy See are cited amongst the 

list of former Bishops of Dur-

ham: John Sherwood (Bp Dur-
ham 1484-1494) & Christopher 

Bainbridge (1507-08). Indeed, in the former regard, John Sherwood counts as the first formal 

English Ambassador to anywhere in the world. 
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HE Francis Campbell and the Centre for Catholic Studies 

Ambassador to the Holy See Re -ignites  

Ancient links with Theology in Durham  

Tony Blair Faith Foundation  
 

Following talks between the Centre for Catholic Studies and the Tony Blair Faith Foundation an  

approach to the University through the Centre for Catholic Studies has been made requesting 

Durham University be the first UK University to pilot the Faith & Globalisation program, similar to 

that currently running at Yale University involving cooperation between the respective schools of  

Divinity, Government, and Business.  The aim: to explore how the worldõs faith traditions have a 

positive contribution to make towards implementing the millennium goals.  This involves exploring 

the overriding issues of trust, technology, contemporary capitalism, religious pluralism and religious 

identity: how does one live the pluralist public square for mutual flourishing?  Durham is interested 

in implementing both a full MA research program and a world class research program. 

Durham University  
 
Theology and Religion/Social Sciences/Politics 
and International Affairs  
 
Director of the Durham Faith and Globalisation 
Programme  
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Durham University seeks to appoint a fixed-term (for 
four years) research-active scholar, to commence on 
1st October 2009, who will work as Director of a new 
teaching and research programme in Faith and  
Globalisation across the Faculty of Arts and  
Humanities and the Faculty of Social Sciences and 
Health. S/he will develop, lead and coordinate a new 
interdisciplinary MA programme in Faith and  
Globalisation and an associated full programme of 
research seminars, collaborative research projects 
and related research activities. Depending on the 
specific area of research expertise, the appointee will 
primarily reside within either the Department of  
Theology and Religion, or the School of Government 
and International Affairs but with some accountability 
to both Department and School. 
 

Further details of the post and an application 
form are available on our website ( https://
jobs.dur.ac.uk ) or Tel: 0191 334 6499; fax: 0191 
334 6495 
 

Reference number: 3266                      
Closing date: 17 June 2009  
 

Informal contact can be made with: 
Prof. Paul D. Murray, Director of the Centre for Catholic 
Studies, Department of Theology & Religion, 
paul.murray@durham.ac.uk; Tel. +44 (0)191 334 3947.  


